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World Health Worries  

By Odra Noel  
 

The world is worried about health. This map provides a high level view 

of the human tissues where major health concerns are, at the beginning 
of the XXI Century.  

Most developed and developing countries have cardiovascular diseases 
as their main cause of death. North America struggles with obesity 

(adipose tissue), with the harmful effects of alcohol (hepatic tissue) 
represented in Alaska. Europe, with its ageing population, has a hea vy 

load of neurodegenerative and psychiatric conditions (neurones). The 
Middle East and a good portion of the Far East have to deal with 

cardiovascular conditions (represented by cardiac muscle), while a wave 
of diabetes expands over the rest of the Far Ea st and the Pacific 

(pancreatic acinus tissue). Australia struggles with high levels of digestive 

track cancers (intestinal villi). Africa is the place where communicable 
diseases (infectious and parasitic diseases) are serious serial killers 

(represented b y blood: erythrocytes and white blood cells). South America 
has its fair share of cardiac problems and diabetes, but also infectious 

diseases, particularly respiratory infections (lung tissue).  
As curiosities, hidden among the tissues are several mitochond ria, a key 

to the future understanding and research into health and ageing. 
Greenland, with its very small population highlights a male infertility 

concern (sperm), and the only visible artery of the composition is right in 
the heart of Amazonia.  
 

Based on  data on causes of death and burden of disease (World Health 
Organisation, public website. Data from 2008, accessed October 2012).  
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